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A.  Why do we know so much about the Jewish War of AD 66-70 and the events that led up to it?

Flavius Josephus (b. AD 37/8), commander of the rebels in Galilee during the war, was captured by the Romans in AD 67, and defected to their side; living in Italy after the war he wrote a detailed account of the events in Greek, the Jewish War (AD 75-79), and covered the origins of the war in greater detail in his Jewish Antiquities (AD 93/4).

Other detailed Roman accounts of counter-insurgency are:

Tacitus, Histories, books 4-5 (the Batavian Revolt; alas, we only have a fragment of book 5 and nothing thereafter)

Caesar, Gallic Wars (Caesar’s conquest of Gaul, and suppression of rebellions)

B.  Summary History of Judaea 165 BC-AD 136

165-161 BC  Revolt of Judaea under the Maccabees from the Seleucid kingdom, a Greek-speaking successor state made up of the eastern extents of the conquests of Alexander the Great (the revolt is described in the biblical books of Maccabees 1 and 2).

142 BC  Final independence of Judaea from the Seleucids, under Simon, who founds the Hasmonean dynasty.  

63 BC  Pompey the Great, mopping up the Levant in the wake of the Third Mithridatic War (75-63 BC), captures Jerusalem and places a Hasmonean, Hyrcanus, in charge of Judaea (63-40 BC), under the supervision of the Roman governor of Syria, and paying tribute to Rome.  Constant unrest follows, and Roman intervention, because of attempts of other Hasmoneans to usurp.

57 BC  The Roman governor of Syria, despairing of Hyrcanus’ ability to control Judaea, limits his power, and temporarily divides Judaea up into five administrative districts.

54 BC  M. Licinius Crassus seizes from the Temple at Jerusalem 2000 talents of gold and 8000 talents' worth of precious objects, before marching east to die at the hands of the Parthians at the battle of Carrhae (53 BC).  

47 BC  Julius Caesar appoints Antipater, Hyrcanus’ general who supported him in the civil wars against Pompey, as co-ruler of Judaea along with the weak Hyrcanus.

37 BC  After the death of Hyrcanus, the Parthians install his nephew in Jerusalem, to be in charge of Judaea; but the Romans select Herod, son of Antipater, who captures Jerusalem with Roman help.

37 – 4 BC  Reign of Herod the Great


He kills:  
all the surviving Hasmoneans he can get his hands on




much of the old ruling class




religious leaders who oppose his policies, his Greek-like habits, 




and his ostentatious loyalty to Rome




many members of his own family

30, 23, 20 BC  Augustus expands the territory under Herod’s control.

4 BC Herod dies, and Judaea revolts.  Romans put the revolt down, sacking Jerusalem, and Augustus divides Herod’s kingdom among three of Herod's sons, Judaea proper going to Archelaus (one of the others, Herod Antipas, placed in charge of Galilee, executes John the Baptist).    

AD 6  In the face of constant complaints about Archelaus to Augustus by the Jews, Archelaus is deposed and exiled to Gaul.  Judaea for the first time comes under direct Roman rule, with a Prefect (an equestrian governor) subordinate to the governor of Syria.  The Prefect’s seat is in the Greek town of Caesarea on the coast, where he has a force of c. 3000 Greek auxiliaries, of which single cohorts (c. 500 men) are rotated into Jerusalem, where they garrison the Antonia fortress next to the Temple. 

AD 6-41  Roman Governors


Have frequent problems: 



with religious enthusiasms and uprisings



with the religious scruples of the Jews, which the Romans do not 




understand



with banditry



with resistance produced by the plundering of greedy governors, esp. of 



temple treasures, or even when attempting to use the temple 



treasures for public works
AD 26-36  Governorship of Pontius Pilate, the judge of Jesus.


--The affair of the standards in Jerusalem.

AD 41-44  Agrippa, a grandson of Herod and friend of the emperor Claudius, is given charge of Judaea and is popular as an observant Jew, but soon dies.  


--Rule of the Roman governors has not been successful, so the Romans try a client king again.

AD 44-66  Return to Roman governors


Same problems as in AD 6-41, but adding:



problems with regional unrest and small-scale warfare between Jewish 



groups, Jews and Samaritans, Jews and Greeks



the rise of the Zealots, an explicitly anti-Roman millenarian revolutionary 



group 




endemic banditry takes on a religious/political anti-élite quality, in the 



form of the sicarii.

AD 52-60  Governorship of Felix, a freedman (the imprisonment of St. Paul occurs during 
his governorship)


--Appointment of a freedman as governor suggests how unpopular this post had 
become. 

AD 64-66  Governorship of Gessius Florus, even more corrupt than usual.

AD 66-70  Jewish Revolt

AD 66  Outbreak of the revolt


Florus tries to plunder the Temple treasure; is insulted by the Jews; sets his soldiers to sack and kill; the chief men of Jerusalem manage to restore peace; more Roman units arrive, are insulted, and slaughter the crowd; street fighting breaks out, which the Romans lose, and they withdraw to Caesarea; the daily sacrifice for the Roman emperor in the Temple is stopped:  Jerusalem is now formally in revolt.  There is fighting in Jerusalem between peace and war parties.  The revolt spreads through Judaea and surrounding areas, esp. Galilee; Jews and gentiles are massacred where they are in the minority.   

AD 66  Cestius Gallus, the governor of Syria, comes with a legion to put down the revolt in Jerusalem, but is defeated, and driven away.  

AD 67  Nero appoints Vespasian to command the Roman invasion of Judaea with three legions and auxiliaries, c. 60,000 men.  

AD 67  Vespasian clears Galilee, the district north of Judaea, accepting the surrender of towns, or capturing those that do not surrender, and killing or enslaving their inhabitants.  Surviving rebels flee to Jerusalem.  

Winter of AD 67-68  Civil war in Jerusalem between Jewish factions, which continues, on and off, until the fall of the city.  

Spring of AD 68  Vespasian recaptures the Peraea, the district east of Judaea, on the far side of the River Jordan, and raids north (Samaria) and south (Idumaea) of Jerusalem.   Surviving rebels flee to Jerusalem.  

9 June AD 68  Death of Nero.  Jewish war is suspended for Roman civil war--“the year of the four emperors”--as Vespasian waits and watches.

May/June 69  Vespasian ravages the region around Jerusalem.  Surviving rebels flee to Jerusalem.

1 July AD 69  Vespasian is proclaimed emperor, and when his generals win the resulting Roman civil war, he departs for Rome (in December), leaving his son Titus to finish the Jewish War. 

April-August AD 70  Assault on Jerusalem by Titus, with four legions and auxiliaries, c. 65,000 men, which break through three successive walls.  The Temple is burned.  The city is burned, and then the ruins torn down, except for three high towers left as memorials.  A vast number die in the fighting, from starvation, or in internecine Jewish fighting within the city.  Surviving women and children are sold as slaves; men are sent to the mines as slaves, or parceled out to be killed in the arenas of the empire.  


Josephus puts the number of dead in Jerusalem at 1,100,000.  Tacitus says the besieged city contained 600,000.

April AD 74  Romans capture Masada, the last rebel refuge, in the Judaean desert near the Dead Sea.

AD 115-117  Jewish rebellion in Egypt, Cyprus, and Cyrene (North Africa).  Put down.  We know very little about it.    

AD 132-136  Bar Kokhba rebellion, a messianic/nationalist rising in Judaea.  This is a major war (a Roman legion seems to be lost in the fighting), but we know very little about it.      


Cassius Dio:  “Julius Severus [the general sent from Britain to deal with the revolt] did not venture to attack his opponents in the open at any one point, in view of their numbers and their desperation, but by intercepting small groups, thanks to the number of his soldiers and lieutenants, and by depriving them of food and shutting them up, he was able, rather slowly to be sure, but with comparatively little danger, to crush, exhaust, and exterminate them.”


Cassius Dio:  985 settlements destroyed, 580,000 men killed in combat, “and the number of those that perished by famine, disease and fire was past counting.  Nearly the whole of Judaea was made desolate.”


In the wake of the revolt Jerusalem is refounded as a Roman city, Aelia Capitolina, and Jews are forbidden to live there.  

C.  Why did the Romans find Judaea so hard to rule before the Jewish War?

1.  The inhabitants:

a).  have strong national feeling, a tradition of independence as a nation, and a tradition of resistance to outside rule.

b).  have religious scruples, obscure to the Romans, that they are not prepared to compromise; they are also subject to intermittent millenarian enthusiasms and uprisings.

c).  have a large floating population of persons living outside the law, and endemic banditry which can easily take on a political or religious character.

2.  The local leadership class (upon whom the Romans must rely):

a).  was much reduced in numbers and power by Herod.

b).  those who supported Herod, and prospered, are hated.

c).  is bitterly divided along sectarian and regional lines.

d).  many share the general Judaean distaste for alien rule, and cooperate unwillingly.

3.  The Roman governors:

a).  where they cannot rely on the local rulership class, must rely on soldiers of Greek culture who are traditionally on bad terms with  the Jews.

b).  behave, even by Roman standards, extremely badly, because, 

c).  they are not amenable to control by the local leadership class because the institutions for day-to-day influence upon governors, city institutions and a provincial council, are lacking in Judaea.    
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